



 


THE MENORAH AND PSYCHOLOGY
by 

Osmund Knutson


In the table are given the Hebrew names of the traditional “stations” of the menorah. They are here numbered as shown in the photo. The tradition uses the menorah as a “glyph” or a symbolic map of reality, the creation from the super-spiritual world, through the world of spirit, soul and intellect down to the solid world of the molecular. From the Greek we know the three latter as Pneuma, Psyche and Soma (Spirit, Soul and Body). In the Hebrew some range the four realities or worlds Neshammah, Ruach, Nefesh and Basar. These four are said to be represented by the four letters in the Holy Name, YHWH, יהוה (Yod, He, Wav, He).
 
The total process of life, creation and evolution goes down from א (Alef) to כ (Kaf) and returns through ל (Lamed) to ת (Tav) as a full cycle. Thus:


 אני האלפ ואני התו ראש וסוף נאם יהוה
אלהים


I am Alef and Tav, the beginning and the ending says YHWH Elohim.


Below is a rough sketch of the concepts of Freud, Berne, Jung and Assagioli.
I have indicated what I regard as their corresponding concepts in the Hebrew tradition.
To do this I use the numbering on the Menorah above.
The fact that Freud, Berne and Assagioli all were Jews, and as such aware of the Hebrew traditions leads me to believe that they had this in mind when they coined their terms.

Freud:

Super-ego = 7
Ego = 10
Id (libido, unconscious) = 11

Berne:

Parent = 7
Adult = 10
Child = 11


Jung:

The Collective Unconscious (Archetypes, racial unconscious) = 7 (+ 4?)
The Conscious = 10
The Subconscious (Personal unconscious) = 11


Assagioli:

The ”Collective Unconscious” (within which all the following are contained.) = 4

The ”Higher Self” (bordering between the ”Collective Unconscious” and the ”Superconscious”.) = 4 / 7

The ”Superconscious” or the ”Higher Unconscious” = 7

The ”Conscious I”, contained within the ”Conscious”, again contained within the ”Middle Unconscious” = 10

The ”Lower Unconscious” = 11




In the table are shown in the first column the 11 stations marked in the Menorah. 

The 2nd column shows the letters from Alef to Kaf as descending down through the Menorah from the divine spiritual to the material world.


The 3rd column shows the letters from Lamed to Tav in returning, ascending, up to the divine spiritual.


The 4th column shows the names assigned through Jewish tradition to the 11 stations. Some of these names are refered to in “the Lord`s Prayer”.


The 5th column refers to the four letters in th name of YHWH, i.e. od, He, Wav, He:


יהוה


They indicate to which of the four realms of reality these stations are assigned in the Jewish tradition.

I am Alef and Tav, the beginning and the ending says YHWH Elohim.
In this verse from the Revelation of Yahuchannan is thus the key to the reality concept of the TANAKH:

From YHWH comes all life and all existence,

from that which is spiritual and beyond our understanding

to that which is material and physical.

From YHWH alone is our past, our present and our future.

From YHWH we came, and to YHWH we return. There is no other Elohim.

There is no other reality.

It is not as if YHWH is situated somewhere in cosmos.

Cosmos has its place in YHWH.

Yet YHWH is present in the minutest speck and atom.

Without YHWH there is no existence.

The reality of all existence is contained in all there is.

Thus the Name of YHWH is present in us and in all there is.

As it is said:

You are all Elohim.

You are all the sons of YHWH.
Our contemporary psychology is just a bleak simplification of this revelation through the ancient Scriptures. It was absorbed by Freud, Berne and Assagioli from their childhood and applied to public use by the when they became doctors of psychology.

But they accentuated only the somatic and the psychological aspects and not the spiritual reality. For mankind, as for all that excists, there is no way to redeem harmony, health and life if we neglect the spiritual origin and reality. The call for a return to YHWH in all its fullness, is the way to eternal salvation and he Kingdom of YHWH throughout.
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