Moed & Hag

Intent of the article:

This is intended to be an article, not about the Feasts of the Jews, neither the Feasts of Israel, but about the Feasts of YHWH (Ve Iqra, Lev.23), that He gave to all mankind. 

I do not write to insist on having the true and only solution, but to present thoughts and personal preferences in order that the reader may form his own opinion. And I conclude that we should rather be flexible than rigid in these matters, since there are great uncertainties and the debate on the calendar has gone on for ages.

From the beginning given to all mankind:

He gave them in the beginning, on the 4th day of creation, as it says in Bereshit (Genesis)1:14 that when YHWH created the sun, the moon and the stars, He set them in the firmament to point out the Moedim, His holy Feasts.

In the future Kingdom of YHWH for all mankind:

YHWH says through Zechariah ha Navi (ch. 14) that in His Kingdom all nations shall come up to His feast of Succoth (Tabernacles), and through Ishayahu ha Navi (ch.66) that then all flesh shall keep His Feasts and His Sabbaths.

Noah had a calendar:

Bereshit 7:11 &c tells us the calendar dates of the events of the flood. This was, in terms of the Bible time reckoning about 1656 Anno Mundi. 

Mankind was to spread out throughout the Earth:

Bereshit 1:28 tells us that we should multiply and replenish the Earth. And when mankind, after the flood, tried to concentrate in the Middle East, YHWH spread us forcibly as shown in Bereshit ch.11. This was in terms of the Bible time reckoning just before the construction of Stonehenge in Britain.
Stonehenge was an astronomic observatory:

The Megalithic structures have proved to be observatories by which one could determine the equinoxes and solstices. And one could predict the new moons and full moons and even the eclipses of sun and moon. One could place 28 poles in a circle and moving a “moon pole” anticlockwise one pole per day and thus keep track of the position of the moon. Correction would be made each full moon, when the sun is in opposition to the moon as viewed from the Earth. Likewise one would have a sun pole moving anticlockwise one pole per 13th day, making a round in roughly 364 days. The Stonehenge had twice 28 poles, and this allowed the prediction of solstices. “Stone age man” was not a nitwit. By extremely simple means he knew a lot more about astronomy than most of our contemporaries.

YHWH visited Avraham during Hag ha Matzot:

Bereshit 18:10 and 14 show us that YHWH and His messengers visited Avraham during “ha Moed” “Et Cayiah”, that is “the Feast of Life”, and Bereshit 19:4 tells us that the messengers of YHWH were invited in by Lot for Matzot (unleavened bread), showing us that this Feast was Hag ha Matzot, the Feast of Unleavened Bread.
Abraham kept Pesach 430 years before Moses led Israel out of Egypt:

This is obvious as you read Shemot (Exodus)12:40-42 and Gal.3:17, that is, if you are concentrated and awake as you read it. The covenant that YHWH made with Avraham at that time is described in Bereshit 14 and 15. Mark that Maleki-Tzedeq brought vine and bread for this Feast of the Covenant, and compare to what Rabbi Yeshua did for his talemidim at the same Feast, ha Qorban ha Pesach.

What have we learned this far?

The Feasts of YHWH is for all human beings, for all times, in all places. Thus they are not limited to the agricultural occurrences of the Middle East, nor to climatic differences in the Northern and Southern Hemispheres.

The Jewish Oral Law and the Written Torah of YHWH:

Now we need to decide to what extent we are obliged to accept the traditions of Beit Yehudah (The House of Judah, i.e. the Jewish traditions). I suppose our experiences in “coming out of her”, i.e. leaving the traditions of Christendom in seeking for the roots of our faith, are somewhat similar. 

We discovered that the keeping of Sunday instead of YHWH`s sabbath day, is just submitting to a Roman Catholic insistence on having authority to change the Holy days of YHWH. We saw that Yeshua was a Jewish Rabbi and not a Roman Catholic saint. We discovered that “Christmas” was not the birthday of Yeshua, but was the Saturnalia, the celebration of the death of the God of the old year and the birth of the New Year at winter solstice, as celebrated by so many pagan religions.

Searching for the roots of our faith:

It was natural then to seek to current Judaism and accept its traditions unquestioningly. This would imply to accept the “Oral Torah” as being the necessary companion of the “Written Torah”. Yeshua said that “it is very admirable that you ignore the Torah of YHWH in order to keep your own commandments”. This was sarcastic. It was meant to awaken us to not bend to the traditions of men, whether Jew or Gentile, but to “search the Scriptures  for in them you have your life” and to warn us that “the reason why you go astray is that you do not know the Scriptures”.

Torah according to Yeshua:

We will thus need to search the original commands of YHWH. But Yeshua also told us that “You have heard from the fathers “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth, but I tell you…!”

And he said:” I have many more things to tell you, but you are not yet able to receive. But when the Holy Spirit comes, the Holy Spirit will teach you all things.”

That is:

The Torah is not static,

but its revelation in our hearts is progressive 

in proportion to our capacity to receive,

and our responsibility is growing accordingly.

So, let us not submit blindly to Jewish traditions, and let us be aware of the progressive nature of Torah, as well as its authority in being the written Torah of YHWH.

The definition of the calendar is not specified in the Scriptures:

Although Sefer Ve Iqra, Lev.23, gives the dates of the Feasts in the calendar, it does not tell how to find the first day of the year, nor how to find the time of the new moon. Thus there has been a lot of controversy in Israel over this matter. Most people in Christendom believe that the beginning of the Biblical year has to do with the first full moon after vernal equinox, as in the Christian tradition the Passover week goes from the Sunday before to the Sunday after this full moon.

Others may believe that one has to observe the new moon’s crescent nearest to the vernal equinox, others that it is the observed new moon crescent just following vernal equinox. Others again believe that the new moon is not the observed crescent, but the better defined astronomical new moon, which is the absolute dark moon when sun and moon are in line on the same side of Earth. 

Crescent moon versus astronomical new moon:

Obviously observation of the crescent moon requires that it is observable, i.e. that there are no clouds or fog to hinder the observation. Also the fact that the summer night is lighter as we follow the meridian northwards will give a difference in what day this crescent is observable. And, in the same manner, the differences in time for the sunset as we go north may bring the day of the crescent moon to different times. Also there is the difference in time for sundown and time for the observable crescent as we go west along a circle of longitude. And there have been discussions as to whether vernal equinox is when day and night are equally long, a matter that is extremely uncertain to predict, or whether vernal equinox is the time when the sun, as observed from the Earth, passes a fixed radius in space, a matter that obviously has been observed throughout the ages, as in Stonehenge &c.

Local observations in Jerusalem:

All these uncertainties could be met by authoritative decisions from a Sanhedrin that could decide that “just now is the new moon of vernal equinox according to our criteria and observations”. This would boost the authority of the ruling company, and would lend itself to challenge from opposing parties.

As more and more Jews went into diaspora (galut), the local system lost its practicability, since there was no telegraph, no cell phones and no internet in those days. To insist that one would have to follow the sunset and the appearance of barley in Jerusalem became more or less impossible. If you lived, say in Spain, and you planned to go to Jerusalem for Pesach, you might arrive a month to early or too late.

To help matters the Patriarch Hillel II (330 – 365) made available a permanent calendar based on astronomical calculations. This was elaborated further and certain rules for “postponement days” &c. This is the calendar used by the Jews today. It is a solar-lunar calendar in the sense that it takes in the position of both the moon and the sun in its calculation. But it does not take into regard the presence of the first barley in Eretz Israel, and it is not based on observations. Also note that this calculated calendar was not in use in the days of Yeshua.
Local versus global calendar:

As pointed out above, it was, according to the written Torah, YHWH`s command and intention that we should live all over the planet. If we were to keep Hag ha Matzot in Norway when the first barley is available, it would be in August or September. If people in the southern hemisphere should regard agricultural events as the basis of the Feasts of YHWH, their vernal equinox would be when we here in the north have autumnal equinox. The two systems would meet and conflict at the equator. And it is hardly conceivable that YHWH should disregard these matters for millennia, just waiting for the future age of the internet.

The solar calendar:

The apocrypha, like the Book of Enoch and the Book of Jubilees, are strongly against the use of the moon in the calendar. Their year is based entirely on a year of 52 weeks, i.e. 364 days in a year. They make no mention of intercalation to avoid a new year regressing backwards through the year.

A 13 month calendar:

There is an ancient concept of a year of 13 months, each of four weeks. This again would give a year of 364 days. And if the New Year day is, for instance, defined as the first Sunday after vernal equinox, there would be five intercalary weeks in 28 years, each time adding one week to the 13th month. This would take care of itself and would require no calculation. Observation would only be for the day of vernal equinox.

Such a calendar was used in the Nordic lands, and may well have been so in Israel in ancient days. The deck of playing cards may originally have been the people’s calendar.

This calendar would bring the Feasts of YHWH to fixed dates and fixed weekdays every year, and it has its beauty in its regularity.

The setting of the feasts according to Flavius Josephus:

Flavius Josephus, in his Antiquities of the Jews, chapter X verse 5, wrote:

“In the month of Xanticus, which is by us called Nisan, and is the beginning of our year, on the fourteenth day of the lunar month, when the sun is in Aries, (for in this month it was that we were delivered from bondage under the Egyptians,) the law ordained that we should every year slay that sacrifice which I before told you we slew when we came out of Egypt, and which is called the Passover..”

This says that during Passover the sun should be in Aries. And Aries is the month that starts with the vernal equinox. The sun on one side and the moon on the other will be in line with Earth between them at the time of the full moon. So Flavius Josephus says that Passover is at the first full moon after vernal equinox. 

I have been so intent on the idea that the Christian church twisted the Scriptures to introduce their own “holy days”, that I have disregarded the possibility that they may have conserved an ancient and obvious calendar system. Just as the church has sought authority in changing the old calendar, so the synagogue may have done this.

The number 15 and the full moon:

In ancient settings the full moon has held special fascination and influence on man and beast. In modern times the urban people seem to be unaware of this, except in special romantic settings. It seems rather obvious that the great feasts would be kept under the full moon.

In the Hebrew alphabet (Alef-Beit), each letter carries a numerical value. The letter He is 5 and the letter Iod is 10. Thus Iod-He is 15. But this is the Holy Name of God: YAH. To avoid profaning the Name Jews rather write the number as ThetVaw (9+6). Nevertheless there is this connection between the Holy Name of YAH and the number 15 that would well tie in with keeping the feast on the 15th day of the month under the full moon.

A sharing rather than a conflict:

This would simplify the calendar matter immensely and make people anywhere on the planet independently capable of determining the Feasts of YAH in their own locality, as follows:

The first full moon after vernal equinox is the day of Pesach the first day of Hag ha Matzot.

The seventh full moon after vernal equinox is the first day of Succot.

The day of Shavuot is counted from the Sabbath day within the week of Hag ha Matzot, seven Sabbaths, to the day after the seventh Sabbath.

This would invariably bring our day of Shavuot to coincide with the Christian Pentecost, and our Hag ha Matzot and the Christian Easter would always share days. So, rather than accentuating our differences, we would have an opportunity to share in what is holy to us both. 

The flexible principle:

This would maybe separate us more from Beit Yehudah, the Jews. Since there are so great uncertainties in the setting of dates, there is little sense in being rigid and doctrinal. It is the intent and the principle of the Feasts of YHWH that counts. 

Thus:

When with Jews, keep the Feasts according to their calendar.

When with Beit Israel, keep it according to their calendar.

When independent, keep it according to your own calendar.
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The dates in March and April are the 15th of Aviv (1st month) and are the first day of Matzot.
From the Sabbath in the week of Matzot count seven Sabbaths to Sunday of Shavuot.

The dates in Sept. and Oct. are the 15th of the 7th month and are the first day of Succot.

Count backwards to Yom ha Teruah and Yom ha Kippurim and forward to Shemini Atzeret.
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