THE TREE OF DEATH AND THE TREE OF LIFE

Genesis:

In Genesis we find two trees described. Both are situated in the very centre of the Garden of Eden. One is the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and this is the only tree whose fruits are forbidden for Adam and Eve to eat. The fruits of all other trees are to be their food.

We read that the serpent seduces Eve to eat of the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, and that she gives to Adam and he eats. Thus both sinned against the only commandment that YHWH had given to them.

The fruit of sin is death. In the moment they ate of this fruit mankind was doomed and was consequently driven out of Eden, out of the presence of YHWH. The earth was cursed in a way that would cause Adam to toil hard for his living, and Eve should bear her children in pain. The serpent should crawl and eat dust. Its seed should bite the heel of the woman’s seed and her seed should crush the serpent’s head.

Among Christians this is the story of mankind’s fall and its inherited perdition. No man or woman can inherit eternal life, because they are born in sin. Only through the sacrament of infant baptism may the child enter the Church and thus be saved, no matter how innocent the child may be. The reformed Christians emphasise that salvation is not through sacraments and organisation, but through personal faith in Yahshua and his atoning death on the cross of Calvary.
In former days, when a child was in danger of dying in its mother’s womb one would cut open the mother in order to baptise the child and thus save it from eternal hell and damnation. This attitude has been modified in reformed Christianity, based on the words of Yahshua about unbaptised, Jewish children: “The kingdom of YHWH belongs to such”. This is taken to mean that to sin requires sufficient maturity and intelligence to know what one is doing.

Back to Eden

Back to Eden and its two central trees: As Adam and Eve are to be expelled from the garden YHWH utters his concern: “Behold the man is become like one of us, to know good and evil. And now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever!”

To prevent this YHWH sent them out of the garden and set two cherubim to guard the way to the tree of life, i.e. to prevent their access to the fruit of the tree of life.

One may wonder who the “we” are, to whom YHWH speaks. Are they the angels, or must a Christian regard this as an internal conversation within the trinity? In this case one may assume that although the trinity is to be regarded as one person, it has the ability to perform internal conversations and possibly councils to reach a decision.

The Revelation of St. John

The tree of life is mentioned also in the last book of the Christian Bible, the Revelation of St. John. Here it is said that: 

”In the midst of the street of it (the Holy City), and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.”

Some conclude that the tree of life has two separate roots and two separate trunks, one on each side of the river, and that they join themselves into one trunk above the river. Since the scene is from the new earth where there shall be no more death, it seems surprising that there is still a demand for healing through continuous consumption of leaves from the tree of life. 

The deeper understanding

Such thoughts may result from a rather superficial and literal understanding of these scriptures. It is well worth having a deeper look into their symbolic content. As Paul stated: 

“When I was a child, I spoke as a child; I understood as a child, I thought as a child. But when I became a man, I put away childish things. For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face. Now I know in part. But then shall I know even as also I am known.” 

Genesis seems to suggest that YHWH was so upset by the fact that Eve and Adam had transgressed his commandment and had eaten from the fruit, that he condemned them and all mankind to eternal hell and damnation. These were the children he had just created. As a consequence Yahshua, as the seed of the woman and as the Son of YHWH himself would in due time have to die on the cross at Calvary to atone, thus fulfilling his prophecy about the bite of the serpent and Eve’s seed crushing the head of the serpent. To most of us this gives a rather strange impression of YHWH as the loving Father of us all. Could there be something deeper here? 
The real temptation

May it be so that the sin lay hidden in the promise of the serpent, that by eating from the fruit, Eve and Adam would become like Elohim? May the temptation be to attain the absurd and ridiculous ambition to become autonomous, to be equal with YHWH, independent of Elohim? Certainly mankind has tried for centuries now to “prove” the non existence of YHWH through man’s “scientific” criteria in positivistic “rational” analysis. One would explain away the obvious intelligence and purpose revealed in all nature. “Natural philosophy” has insisted that probability and random combinations of molecular structure plus the principle of “survival of the fittest” has caused all this design and purpose that we see revealed in the functioning of our own bodies and in the whole biosphere. It insists that all this could be explained without a designer, a creator, an intelligent origin and without purpose or intention.

It is really absurd to think of YHWH as anything less than infinite in time and space. It is ridiculous to believe that YHWH has competitors. All that is, exists by, of and in YHWH. Even Satan has no existence outside of YHWH, although that seems to be what he deludes himself into believing, and that was the delusion the serpent wanted Adam and Eve to share. And their version of the illusion would be to believe men are independent agencies.

Has YHWH competitors?

So YHWH`s intention was not to punish, not to have an outlet for his frustrations and disappointment. It was and is to bring us to our senses and realise that our existence and identity is in him and nowhere else. This is to realise the reality. Satan is no competitor to YHWH. Evil and delusion have no independent existence or capacity to replace righteousness and truth. 

In the book of Job we find that Satan is one of the sons of YHWH. And he asks YHWH`s permission to test out Job to see if Job is all that righteous. The permission is granted, and Satan sets out to do his work. The result of Satan’s labour is to produce a strengthened and wiser Job. This, in a wider perspective, is the function and fate of Satan: To serve YHWH`s purposes.
In the material world every concept has its opposite and is defined by this relation. Between these extremes dwells most of  reality. White and black can be regarded as the extremes of grey. There is no high without a low, no later without a before, no hot without cold. Only in the spiritual reality can good exist without evil.

Leaving the Garden of Eden mankind entered the material world and its opposites of good and evil. Through this man will either grow or wither. When the serpent tempted Eve and Adam, it really opened the door to man to enter from the spiritual into the material, thus to experience, mature and grow to that which is YHWH`s intention with our creation. Although the serpent may have felt happy about its success, and imagined that it had thwarted YHWH`s purposes, it attained no more than serving YHWH`s intention.

When Yahshua died on the tree of death, this became to us the tree of life. If Satan had not succeeded in seducing Yehudah to betray Yahshua, the crucifixion would not have taken place, and mankind would have remained in its state of mortality, trapped in material reality. 

The tree of death became the tree of life

Thus the tree of knowledge of good and evil, through transgression of Eve and Adam became the tree of death. And the tree of death on which Yahshua died for us, became the tree of life.

Thus, in a sense, the two trees, in the centre of the Garden of Eden, were the same tree: An exit from spirit into mortality, and a return from mortality into spirit. Thus also we meet the First Adam, the naïve and inexperienced Adam and the Second Adam, the perfected Son of YHWH, ha Mashiyach. In the first Adam, who also in the Torah is called the son of YHWH, we have our material and mortal origin and inheritance. In the Second Adam, the Firstborn Son of YHWH we have our fulfilled and perfect destination, that for which YHWH created the First Adam.

Ha Mashiyach
Paul wrote:

“I am crucified with ha Mashiyach: Nevertheless I live; yet not I, but ha Mashiyach lives in me. And the life, which I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of YHWH, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”

And further:

“My little children, of whom I travail in birth again, until ha Mashiyach be formed in you”.

The Greek word her for “be formed in” is μορφωθη   (morphothe) which is related to the concept of metamorphosis, that is a change, alteration, transformation. In our Norwegian bibles it says: “Until ha Mashiyach wins likeness (or image) in you”. That is the same word used in Gen.1:27 and in the Hebrew New Testament in Gal.4:19, the word צלם (Tzelem).

The Jewish tradition has the concept of Adam Kademon, the heavenly Mashiyach, the perfect Adam, who is created in the full likeness of YHWH, the blueprint of human perfection. This is the one we meet in Daniel 7:13.14, “one like the son of man came with the clouds of heaven”.

So ha Mashiyach is more than “the king of the Jews”. He is the very identity of the metamorphosed mankind. He is all that we were created to become. And we shall become this in total identification with him, the blueprint of perfection, the firstborn of many brethren and sisters.

In the Hebrew new testament 1.Cor.15:45 says:

“Ken gam katov: vayehi haadam hu adam harishon lenefesh chaya adam haacharon leruach mechayah.” Which is: “So it is also written:  The first man, who is the first Adam, was made a living being (Nefesh); the last Adam a life giving spirit (ruach).”
Man and the tree

The first diet ordained for man was the fruit of the trees. A tree has its crown in “heaven” (sky / ha shamaim) and takes in the energy and light from the sun as our source of life and energy. A tree has its root in the earth and takes in water and minerals from the material earth. To our first mother and father the tree gave of its own life, without which they would die. A fruit is alive. A tree and its fruits are not machines or mechanisms, but are conscious, intelligent life, capable of photosynthesis and thus transforming energy from the sun and water and minerals from the earth into food for us all. And, in the eating of the fruit of the tree, we become one with the tree. Thus is our relation with YHWH.

YHWH lives in all worlds. Or rather: All worlds have their existence within YHWH. 

They are:

· The material world of atoms, molecules, rocks and oceans. (Ha Malchut / the (material) kingdom)

· The mental world of our thoughts and emotions. (Ha Nefesh / the mind or intellect)

· The spiritual world of own spiritual selves. (Ha Ruach / the spirit)

· The divine spiritual world of the Spirit of YHWH, that which is beyond our consciousness and our understanding. ”What eye did not see, nor ear heard, what neither has entered into the heart of man, that which YHWH has prepared for those that love him. But YHWH has revealed them to us by his spirit. For the spirit searches all things, even the deep things of YHWH”. (Ha Neshammah / the Breath of YHWH)

In this sense it is that we are created in the likeness and image of YHWH. As it is written:

“Ani amareti elohim atem uvnei elion culchem”

“I tell you: Elohim you are, and sons of Elion all of you.”

This is also shown in the covenant where Yahshua bade us eat of his flesh and drink his blood in order to fully identify with him. As he prayed to YHWH: “That they may all be one, as you Father in me and I in you, that they may also be one in us.” 

Ha Etz Chayim

In Jewish tradition the Menorah is regarded as a symbol of the tree of life “Etz Chayim”, with each set of branches representing the four worlds from the highest down to the base, the material world.

In the ancient Hebrew Phoenician Alphabet the letter samech was written as a cross, a vertical line with thee crossbars, like a ladder or a tree and in its main structure like that of the menorah. The Hebrew word sulam, meaning ladder or staircase, begins with the letter samech. This may indicate the property of the tree of life as the sign of the ladder of descent and of ascent and of the four worlds which are in YHWH and in which we all are, and thus in YHWH`s likeness.

The old sign of samech and of the menorah may also bring to mind the three crosses on Calvary; the one of severity carrying the unrepentant rebel, the one of charity carrying the repentant rebel, and the central cross of mercy, through the atonement of ha Mashiach. 
This represents the tree of death and the tree of life and the fullness of YHWH`s creation.
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